[Role of chemotherapy in the treatment of cancer of the testis in adults].
Owing to its considerable effectiveness, modern multiple chemotherapy ranks first in the treatment of non-seminoma metastatic tumours of the testis. Its side-effects in short-term treatment are recognized and acceptable in view of the results obtained, but they remain imperfectly known in long-term treatments. Fort this reason, the present tendency in clinical stage I non-seminoma tumours is to reserve chemotherapy for patients who relapsed after orchidectomy. Advanced seminomas with or without high levels of human chorionic gonadotrophin (subunit beta) already benefit from chemotherapy, and this treatment is likely to be extended to less disseminated forms of cancer. Pure or predominant choriocarcinomas still respond poorly to the cytotoxic drugs at present available.